NAPOLEON:   THE  LAST  PHASE
this very superintendent and source of sovereignty was, without being deprived of his sublime character, put into captivity by Napoleon, not as Napoleon was confined, but almost as malefactors are imprisoned. There was no idle discussion then of "irreverence to the person of a crowned head/' nor, on the other hand, of denial of the dignity of the papacy. The wearer of tlie triple crown was placed under lock and key by Napoleon because it suited his purpose, just as Napoleon was kept in custody for the convenience and security of the coalition.
We think, then, that Napoleon had given convincing proof that he did not hold that it was impossible to imprison a crowned head, or impossible to keep a crowned head in custody without sanctioning "his claim to the immunities belonging to that title/' and that he could have opposed no argument on that point which even our government could not have controverted with ease.
But, says Sir Walter, "if he was acknowledged as Emperor of France, of what country was Louis XVIII. king?" This, indeed, is Caleb's "hinder end of the mutton ham " with a vengeance.
In the first place, Napoleon never at any time was styled Emperor of France, nor did he now wish to be called anything but the Emperor Napoleon. No one could deem that that title would affect the actual occupant of the throne of France; there was no territorial designation implied; it might be as Emperor of Elba that the style was accorded.
But, secondly, no more preposterous argument could be used by a British ministry. They represented the only government that had really committed the offence which they now pretended to appre-
92ted sovereign; it was the Pope who anointed him. Yet
